the Lord Jesus. My prayer is that our fellowship with
you as believers will bring about a deeper understanding
of every blessing which we have in our life in union with
Christ. Your love, dear brother, has brought me great joy
and much encouragement! You have cheered the hearts
of all of God’s people.

The gift of discipline:

All this I do for the gospel’s sake, in order to share in its
blessings. Surely you know that many runners take part
in a race, but only one of them wins the prize. Run,
then, in such a way as to win the prize. Every athlete in
training submits to strict discipline, in order to be
crowned with a wreath that will not last; but we do if for
one that will last forever. That is why I run straight for
the finish line; that is why I am like a boxer who does
not waste his punches. I harden my body with blows and
bring it under complete control, to keep myself from
being disqualified after having called others to the
contest.

The gift of love:

Be under obligation to no one-the only obligation you
have is to love one another. Whoever does this has
obeyed the Law. The commandments, “Do no commit
adultery; do not commit murder; do not steal; do not
desire what belongs to someone else”-all these, and any
others besides, are summed up in the one command,
“Love your neighbor as you love yourself.” If you love
others, you will never do them wrong; to love, then, is to
obey the whole Law.” Rom. 13:8-10

The gift of prayer:

I thank my God for you every time I think of you; and
every time I pray for you all, I pray with joy because of
the way in which you have helped me in the work of the
gospel from the very first day until now. And so I am
sure that God, who began this good work in you, will
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